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Minister like Asaf, who regulates and disposes of every-
thing,  and  who is  brave  and victorious  in  battle,  the
supreme lord to whom all the officers of the king without
any   exception  are  in  subservience.   To  the  brave  and
courageous lord. Monsieur Dumas, Governor of Pondichery.
** Salutations:   The  Governor  of Mansulipatam,   a  person
worthy   of my   favour   and protection,   Ghulam   Imam
Sahib Khan, has sent me a letter in which he speaks about
the extraordinary courage you have shown and the pre-
parations you made to resist the attack of Raghuji Bhonsla
by furnishing your fortresses with powder,  cannon,  and
other instruments of war necessary to chastise that callous,
unhappy fellow (Raghuji). I am pleased to note that you
have given asylum in your settlement to officers and ser-
vants of the Nawab. I am further enchanted to hear that
you acted in such an exemplary manner in such calamitous
circumstances. It is in view of this, and having regard to
your  fidelity  and  attachment  for  my  person  and   the
services you have rendered to all the subjects of the Empire,
that I herewith send you a dress of honour as a mark of
recognition. You are worthy of this favour and I assure
that you will always remain so.1
This letter was received at Pondichery on 31st July 1741.
Monsieur Dumas sent Nizamu'1-Mulk the following reply:
The Governor of Pondicherry to Nawab Asaf Jah Nizamu'l-
Mulk Bahadur, Chief-minister of the Emperor Muhammad
Shah, of great magnificence. Salutations: I have received
the letter and the dress of honour that your Lordship has
sent to me. The day when I received them was a day of
great demonstration of joy in the whole of Pondichery.
The Emperor Muhammad Shah, in accordance with the
traditions of his ancestors, has always honoured the French
nation and has given them special protection. Having
also invariably received marks of amity and favour from
you and the Nawab of Arcot, I consider it to be in the
fitness of things to express my sense of gratitude at the
-   * Correspondence du Conseil Superieur de Pondichery, vol. Ill, p. 242; see also Abb£
Guyon, Hisoire des Indes Orientates, vol. Ill, pp. 332-33.

